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Chuck Close joins fray
over Polaroid sale

New Orleans

Plans for “1.5" event and increased fundraising after second edition delayed

NEW YORK. The organiser of
New Orleans’s fledgling inter-
national art biennial, Prospect,
has told The Art Newspaper how
he intends to keep the project
alive, despite the announcement
in February that its second edi-
tion would be postponed for a
year because of fundraising dif-
ficulties. Nine of 13 of the board
members have resigned, but
founder and artistic director,
Dan Cameron said that he is
committed to seeing through
many more years of the biennial.

Cameron said that the main
focus of the coming year will be
to get the local creative commu-
nity involved in the process and
he 1s planning a series of exhibi-
tions, events and programmes
under the title Prospect.1.5.
“What we're trying to do is gal-
vanise our involvement with
venues, organisations and artists
themselves, and make our part-
nership with these spaces more
id,” he explained. Cameron

/ants (o invite Prospect.2 artists
to visit New Orleans when the
second biennial would have
happened this autumn, and twm
these trips into residencies,
“where they're staying for an
extended time and directly inter-
acting with university art depart-
ments and local artists™,

He is “playing with the idea™
of making the “.5" designation
something that would take place
C ly between biennial
And he says he has no plans to
change to a triennial model,
despite the year delay for the
second edition

“I think people have a ten-
dency to forget about triennials,
whereas a biennial conveys its
own pace,” he said.
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been raised for Prospect.2 so far,
said Cameron. The overall bud-
et is for $3m-$4m, and the
undraising plan is closely mod-
clled on that of the first biennial,,
relying “heavily on foundations
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Fred Tomaselli, August 31, 2005, 2010, print available in support
of Prospect, available from www.prospectneworleans.org

h

more “revenue-generating”
projects. These include a series
of limited edition prints being
sold on the biennial’s website,
and a number of works in
Sotheby’s May contemporary
auctions that have been specifi-
cally donated to benefit Prospect
New Orleans.

Local artists have been over-
whelmingly supportive. Dan
Tague, already enlisted to par-
ticipate in Prospect.2, says the
attention generated by the first
biennial was “pretty damn
exciting when you're an artist
living and working here”, He
says this has led to an expan-
sion in the art scene with new
galleries and alternative spaces
popping up and established
venues producing more engag-

and individuals and
less on public and corporate
money”. But the organisation is
also planning to take advantage
of the reputation it built after the
first biennial by developing
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have to make it work.”
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